In the molecule of the title complex, [Ni(C 30 H 29 N 3 O 5 )], the Ni atom is coordinated in a distorted square-planar geometry by three N and one O atoms. The aromatic rings are oriented at dihedral angles of 29.01 (3), 79.73 (3) and 83.37 (3) . The remaining rings adopt envelope conformations with the C and N atoms at the flap positions. In the crystal structure, intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the molecules into chains along the b axis. There is also a weak C-HÁ Á Á interaction.
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Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 30 Table 2 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). kinds of tailor-made non-proteinogenic amino acids were synthesized by this method (Belokon et al., 1985; Belokon et al., 1986; Belokon, Bakhmutov et al., 1988; Belokon, Bulychev et al., 1988; Belokon, Sagyan et al., 1988; Belokon et al., 1990; Soloshonok et al., 1992; Soloshonok et al., 2001) . Here we applied this method for the synthesis of gamma-L-glutamyl dipeptides via a Ni complex of glutamic acid Schiff base (the title complex), which has been employed as co-protection of the alpha-amino and alpha-carboxyl group of L-glutamic acid. Then, the title complex reacted with L-amino acids to
give Ni complexes of gamma-L-glutamyl dipeptides Schiff base. Finally, after decomposition of these complexes, gamma-L-glutamyl dipeptides were obtained and the chiral auxiliary BPB were recovered in high yields. We report herein the crystal structure of the title complex.
In the title complex, (Fig. 1) , the Ni atom is in a distorted square-planar coordination by three N and one O atoms.
The Ni-N and Ni-O bond lengths (Allen et al., 1987) and angles (Table 1) In the crystal structure, intermolecular O-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 2 ) link the molecules into chains along the b-axis, in which they may be effective in the stabilization of the structure. There is also a weak C-H···π interaction (Table 2) .
For the preparation of the title complex, a solution of KOH (4.49 g, 0.08 mol) in MeOH (15 ml) was poured into a mechanically stirred mixture of BPB (1.92 g, 0.005 mol), nickel chloride hexahydrate (2.38 g, 0.025 mol) and L-glutamic acid (3.68 g, 0.025 mol) in MeOH (17.5 ml) under argon atmosphere at 313-323 K. The resulting mixture was stirred at 328-338 K for 2 h, and then neutralized with AcOH (4.6 ml, 0.08 mol) and diluted with water (200 ml). After 6 h, the separated crystalline solid was filtered and washed twice with water. The title complex was purified by recrystallization in an acetone solution.
Crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by slow evaporation of an acetone/hexane/AcOH (6:4:1) mixture after three weeks. and methylene H and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = xU eq (C,O), where x = 1.5 for OH H and x = 1.2 for all other H atoms. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title molecule, with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. 
Crystal data [Ni(C 30 
Data collection
Nonius-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer R int = 0.067
Radiation source: fine-focus sealed tube θ max = 25.3º
Monochromator: graphite θ min = 1.7º
sup-3 ω/2θ scans k = 0→17 Absorption correction: ψ scan (North et al., 1968) l = −24→24 
